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City Manager Jeff Pederson
Featured on Quality of Life

PADUCAH, KY—After the City conducted a national search, the City Commission
voted to hire Jeff Pederson as Paducah’s city manager. He began his position in
December 2010. In this episode of Quality of Life, Mayor Bill Paxton talks with
Pederson about his background and experience, his impressions of Paducah, and his
perspective about the role a city plays in economic development. Quality of Life can be
seen on Government 11, the governmental access channel of the City of Paducah, and
online at www.paducahky.gov.

Pederson, a South Dakota native, says Paducah is “vibrant”. Pederson says, “I think there
is enthusiasm that folks have here for what’s happening as well as for the future. And
really what it takes to move a community forward is that confidence and enthusiasm in
the future.”

Much of his time to date has been centered on getting to know the city directors and their
department projects. Pederson says, “We have a very talented group, a very dedicated
group. They have a strong affinity for Paducah, the area. And I think they have a good
understanding of the connection between what they do and things like quality of life,
public confidence, services that the city provides, and public trust.”

On January 11, Pederson was appointed to the Electric Plant Board, the board that
oversees Paducah Power System. He has spent some time learning about Paducah
Power’s investment in the Prairie State Energy Campus and the newly constructed
peaking plant. Pederson says, “It really puts Paducah Power in much greater control of
its destiny in terms of power purchasing and power supply. That’s ultimately going to be
good for the rate payers of Paducah Power.”

Mayor Paxton and Pederson end the episode by discussing economic development and
the teamwork that is in place with the City, County, and the Greater Paducah Economic
Development Council. Pederson, who spent three years as city administrator in Grand
Island, Nebraska provides an example of teamwork that led to the Nebraska State Fair’s
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move from its long-time home in Lincoln to Grand Island. Pederson says, “The lesson
from that is when you’ve got a common interest, a common goal, people can come
together through good will, through hard work, and through focus on a big outcome that
everyone’s after. We did all that.”

Quiality of Life: Jeff Pederson can be viewed on Government Channel 11 starting
Monday, January 31 at 10:00 a.m. It also airs Wednesday, February 2 at 5:00 p.m.;
Friday, February 4 at 6:00 p.m.; and Saturday, February 5 at 6:30 p.m.

Government 11 program information, videos, news releases, and schedules are available
at www.paducahky.gov. For more information about Quality of Life and other

Government 11 programming, call Tom Butler, WKCTC Television Production
Coordinator, at 534-3208 or Pam Spencer, City of Paducah Public Information Officer, at
444-8669.
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