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Your City at Work: Barkley Regional Airport 

New Episode on Government Channel 11 

 

PADUCAH, KY—On the latest episode of Your City at Work, Public Information 

Officer Pam Spencer visits Barkley Regional Airport to learn about the flights, airport 

history, airfield services, and operations.  Your City at Work can be seen on Government 

11, the governmental access channel of the City of Paducah, and online at 

www.paducahky.gov. 

 

In February 2010, Barkley Regional Airport began offering United Express regional jet 

service provided by SkyWest.  With the change to United Express, Barkley Regional 

moved from offering 33-seat propeller planes to 50-seat jets with service to Chicago.  

Director of Marketing Jackie Jones says, “One of the best things about the jet service is 

the connection to Chicago.  Once you arrive there, it’s like a little city in itself with so 

many things to see and do.”  Jones also emphasizes that the hub in Chicago offers 130 

domestic destinations and 30 international.  Jones shows viewers the quick and easy 

process to check in and move through security. 

 

Airport Manager Richard Roof provides a history of the airport and how the airport has 

changed including the extension of the secondary runway completed in 2004.  Roof adds 

that Barkley Regional Airport is home to more than a dozen other agencies and 

organizations.  Roof says, “We have about 16 tenants the last time I counted.  They range 

from the National Weather Service, not to mention the automobile rental agencies here, 

and the general aviation service facilities.  So it stays a fairly busy place.”  Roof adds that 

in a recent survey, Barkley Regional Airport was found to provide a $43.4 million dollar 

impact to the Paducah-McCracken County economy.  

 

Barkley Regional Airport also has a full-service fire department that provides fire and 

medical services.   Rich Cook, Director of Airfield Services, says there are two shifts of 

personnel.  Cooks says, “When the opening shift arrives, they’ll make sure all the fire 

trucks are functioning normally.  They’ll go out and do a survey of the airfield and make 

sure there is nothing that has been blown in overnight, and they’ll make sure the airfield 

is safe.”  With more than 700 acres of grassy surface, Airfield Services spends a great 

deal of time mowing between flights.   
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Another safety issue for an airport is the removal of wildlife by using scare tactics such as 

sirens and flash bangs.  Doug Brown, Director of Operations, says “Wildlife control is a 

big part of providing safety and security.  Anytime we see any wildlife, we are very quick 

to get out and scare it away.   We have a number of scare tactics we use.  It depends upon 

the species.  The hawk that tends to hang around hates our siren.”  Brown also explains to 

viewers the signage, lighting, and other equipment including the instrument landing 

system that are found near the taxiways and runways. 

 

The episode ends with a unique way of how Barkley Regional Airport and the Paducah 

Hospitality Association welcome passengers to the region. 

 

Your City at Work: Barkley Regional Airport can be viewed on Government 11 starting 

today, July 13, at 5:30 p.m.  It also airs Thursday at 9:00 a.m., Friday at 8:00 p.m., and 

Saturday at 9:00 p.m. Government 11 program information, videos, news releases, and 

schedules are available at www.paducahky.gov.  Daily program information also is 

available by watching the informational slides that air on the Channel 11 bulletin board. 

 

Your City at Work is hosted and produced by Pam Spencer, Public Information Officer 

for the City of Paducah through the television production facilities at West Kentucky 

Community and Technical College.  For more information about Your City at Work or 

other Government 11 programming, call Tom Butler, WKCTC Television Production 

Coordinator, at 534-3208 or Pam Spencer at 444-8669.  
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