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New Episode of City Profile on Government Channel 11 

Tenure of Mayor Bill Paxton 

 

PADUCAH, KY—“I’m going to volunteer to the city however I can because I love this 

city but no more public office,” says Paducah Mayor Bill Paxton.  Mayor Paxton is 

wrapping up his third term as Paducah’s mayor.  Due to term limits, this is his final term.  

On this episode of City Profile, viewers will hear from Mayor Paxton about his 12 years 

of service.   

 

In reflecting on the City’s greatest accomplishment during his tenure, Mayor Paxton 

points to the development and construction of the Luther F. Carson Performing Arts 

Center.  Mayor Paxton says the recent agreement for the Murray State University 

Paducah Campus next to Interstate-24 is another important achievement.  “It will 

complement what West Kentucky Community & Technical College does and make 

Paducah a college town, make it an education hub.” 

 

Mayor Paxton spends quite a bit of time discussing the challenges in bringing jobs to the 

area.  “It’s not because of the lack of trying.  There are 3800 communities out there that 

are trying to do the same thing that we’re trying to do.”  Paxton adds, “When I first came 

in as mayor, I never imagined how difficult economic development was going to be.  But 

you can start out as one of 30 communities trying to get a company, and you can get that 

down to maybe second or third.  You’ve worked hard; you made a good impression, but 

the company decides to locate elsewhere.”  Paxton says he would give Paducah a “B” for 

its economic development success stating that several companies have expanded or 

relocated to Paducah during the past 12 years.   

 

There are several topics that Mayor Paxton says have been controversial during his tenure 

including the smoking ban, approval of alcohol sales on Sunday, approval to increase the 

payroll tax, and the Right to Work initiative.  In providing advice to the new members of 

the Paducah Board of Commissioners, Paxton says, “Always make a decision based on 

what’s good for the whole community.” 
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Also in this episode of City Profile, viewers will hear about the latest company that plans 

to bring 450 jobs to Paducah, the status of the recruitment of a downtown hotel, 

neighborhood revitalization, city finances, and the various quality of life 

accomplishments from the past 12 years including the greenway trail, Paducah School of 

Art, skatepark, and the disc golf course.    

 

City Profile can be seen on Government 11, the governmental access channel of the City 

of Paducah.  View daily program information by watching the informational slides airing 

on the Channel 11 bulletin board.  The episode also is online at www.paducahky.gov and 

the various social media outlets for the City of Paducah including Youtube and Facebook.  

Check the website for program information, videos, news releases, and broadcast 

schedules.   

 

City Profile is hosted by West Kentucky Community & Technical College (WKCTC) 

Television Production Coordinator Tom Butler and produced by Paducah Public 

Information Officer Pam Spencer through the television production facilities at WKCTC.  

For more information about City Profile or other Government 11 programming, call Tom 

Butler at 534-3208 or Pam Spencer at 444-8669.  
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