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City Commission Meeting Highlights   
                            

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 at City Hall                         

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City of Paducah Salt Supply 
City Engineer-Public Works Director Rick Murphy briefed the Mayor and Commissioners about the City of Paducah salt 
stockpile which is used to treat the roads during winter weather events.  Murphy says, “I want to make you and the public 
aware of a national problem that is taking place with salt supplies.”  Murphy spent this morning contacting the City’s salt 
supplier, North American Salt Company, in an effort to procure additional salt.  Paducah is not alone in trying to replenish salt 
due to the numerous winter storms that our area and other areas across the United States have had to endure.  North 
American is working with cities to try to provide the much-needed salt and will be able to provide Paducah 90 more tons. 
Paducah originally ordered 500 tons of salt for this winter and has only 250-300 tons left.   However, it takes more than 75 
tons to thoroughly salt just the City’s priority routes during one snow event.  
 
Donation of Independence Park to the City of Paducah 
The Mayor and Commissioners approved two ordinances regarding Independence Park.  The first ordinance accepts the 
donation of the park, valued at $225,000, to the City of Paducah from Independence Bank, and the second ordinance amends 
the Paducah Code of Ordinances to include Independence Park.  The park is located at the corner of Lone Oak Road and 
Alben Barkley Drive (114 Forest Circle).  It's a fenced park 
with a gazebo, benches, and climbing boulders for the kids.  
The gate to enter is park is off Forest Circle.  Members of 
Independence Bank, City officials, and the community 
dedicated Independence Park on October 30, 2013.  The 
site was originally intended for the bank's two-story 
signature location which has now been built just past the 
park on Broadway.  After community members expressed 
concerns about the property being used for commercial 
purposes, the bank decided to donate the land to the City 
and build a park for the community to enjoy.  To view a 
gallery of photos from the October 2013 dedication 
ceremony, visit 
http://paducahky.gov/paducah/independence-park.  
 
Quick Highlights 

 Ordinance introduced (vote Feb. 18) for a seven-year contract with Pepsi MidAmerica for beverage service at the 
Paducah Parks facilities.  Pepsi will pay the City a one-time fee of $32,558 for a scoreboard and sign upgrades at 
athletic facilities.  Pepsi also will pay the city $3000 per year for program sponsorship.  Pepsi will install dispensing 
equipment at Parks facilities, provide banners for Parks programs, and provide concession trailers for certain events.  
In return, the City will purchase only Pepsi products through Pepsi MidAmerica for the length of the contract. 

 Ordinance introduced (vote Feb. 18) to purchase 13 police radios at a cost of $33,373.60 from Jackson Purchase 2-
Way/Motorola.  The majority of the purchase is funded using a $32,000 Kentucky Office of Homeland Security grant. 

 Police Chief Brandon Barnhill says the Police Department is working to create a foundation, a 501(c)(3), so that 
donations can be accepted to enhance the department’s funding to provide additional training and educational 
opportunities. 

 City Manager Jeff Pederson says there are tentative agreements regarding the FOP and IAFF negotiations with the 
City.  There is the possibility the agreements will be before the Commission at its next meeting which will be February 
18.  (Note:  The February 11 Commission Meeting will be cancelled.) 

 Pederson adds that at the February 18 Commission meeting, Murphy and Parks Services Director Mark Thompson 
will be presenting preliminary design plans for the Noble Park Lake Bank Stabilization Project which involves 
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stabilizing the erosion problem around the southern bank of the lake.  Pederson says, “It’s an aesthetic project.  It’s a 
safety project.”  There also will be a proposal regarding a location for the duck house. 

 Mayor Gayle Kaler congratulated the Paducah Tilghman Speech and Forensic Team for its second consecutive year as 
the Murray Region Champs.  

 Mayor Kaler also voiced her support of Governor Steve Beshear’s budget proposal to use agency bonds to fund 
campus improvements at the State’s community colleges.  If approved, these bonds would help in the renovation of 
the Kitchen’s Building for the Paducah School of Art & Design.  

 A reminder that the 2014 Mayor’s Art Club Reception is this Friday at 4:30 p.m. at City Hall.  Everyone is invited. 

 On February 22, Bass Pro Shop is holding the Big Cat Quest Fishing Tournament which will include approximately 
100 anglers.  The event will be held at the City’s new boat launch facility located at 6th and Burnett Streets.  The 
tournament starts at 6 a.m.  

 Some wonderful videos were shown at last Friday’s Paducah Area Chamber of Commerce 75th Anniversary dinner.  
Check the Chamber’s Facebook page for links to watch the videos. 
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