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Crounse Corporation, the City of Paducah, and the Greater Paducah Economic 
Development Council announce the expansion/relocation of Crounse’s new corporate 
headquarters to Adams and 2nd streets in downtown Paducah.   
 
Crounse was formed in 1948 by George P. Crounse, Sr.  Under George Crounse’s 
leadership, the company experienced significant growth.  In June 1965, the Company 
moved from a converted residence into the existing headquarters building at 2626 
Broadway, Paducah. A major expansion was signaled to the industry in 1969 when 
Crounse Corporation opened a branch office at Maysville, Kentucky (near Cincinnati, 
Ohio). Focusing on shipments from the Appalachian coal region to various consumers 
on the Upper Ohio, Kanawha, and Monongahela Rivers, the Company’s growth was 
further accelerated.  
 
Today, the Crounse Corporation employs over 300 people, with its fleet of 27 towboats 
and 912 barges, transporting more than 35 million tons per year. Crounse has become 
one of the largest carriers of coal on the inland river system with a reputation for 
superior service to its customers. 
 
Construction of the new headquarters will begin this spring and completion is expected 
by April 2008.  The 17,000 square foot, two story building was designed by Rick 
Coltharp of Ray Black & Son, Inc. and will also be constructed by that firm.   The new 
Crounse operation will also include approximately nine adjacent acres on the river side 
of the floodwall.  That property will be the site of a new shop building as well as a river 
landing for Crounse vessels. The new facility represents a capital investment exceeding 
$4.5 million. 
 
Crounse’s new headquarters will be constructed using the Leadership in Energy 
Efficiency Design (LEED) Green Building System. LEED is a nationally accepted 
benchmark for designing and constructing a green or environmentally friendly building. 
Sponsored by the U.S. Green Building Council, this innovative program was launched in 
1998. If a building is certified as LEED, it is recognized nationwide that the facility is 
environmentally responsible, profitable, and a healthy place to live and work.  The 
Crounse building would be the first LEED project completed in this region and it 
reinforces Crounse’s commitment to the environment and to the community.  



President/CEO Stephen Little applauded the efforts of the City of Paducah, GPEDC, and 
the Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development commenting that "Crounse faced a 
very difficult decision. A great deal of our business is concentrated in the Louisville and 
Cincinnati area, but our employees wanted to stay in Paducah. The city was very helpful 
in swaying the final decision to Paducah. The state incentive allowing us a refund on 
the sales taxes paid for construction materials used to build the new facility was a vital 
part of the decision matrix. Our new headquarters will reflect the growth Crounse has 
enjoyed over the past years.  We wanted to build a facility that complements the 
impressive work in downtown Paducah. We are here to stay and will continue to be a 
good corporate citizen.” 
 
Crounse’s announcement continues building on the impressive investment by the river 
community in Paducah/McCracken County.  Mayor Bill Paxton welcomed this new 
headquarters expansion/relocation to downtown Paducah by noting that “Crounse has 
an almost 60-year commitment to the city.  The city is pleased to retain this leading 
river company as part of the ever important and expanding marine industry in Paducah.  
We recognized that the economics were not in our favor, but retaining leading 
companies is a critical component of successful economic development.  The KEIA state 
incentive that refunds the state sales tax on materials used in constructing a new 
facility helped swing this decision in our favor.  This is a win for the company, the city, 
the region, and the state.    
 
GPEDC is excited about this new headquarters expansion/relocation, with Chairman 
David Denton noting that “It is very appropriate that Crounse, a venerable barge line in 
the community, is re-locating its operation to the old Marine Ways property which is the 
site of the first river business in Paducah back in the 1850s. Crounse’s commitment to 
expand and relocate in downtown Paducah reinforces the attractiveness of the 
downtown and the potential for other companies.  We have seen considerable progress, 
but we will not stop here.  We are pleased to have assisted Crounse with this 
headquarters expansion/relocation facility and look forward to working with the Crounse 
team on future projects.”  
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See the following page for an architectural  
rendering of their new building. 
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