Bikes on Broadway
Paducah, KY
Bikes on Broadway began in 2009 with a local business, BikeWorld, approaching the City of Paducah with a new idea that was taking the country by storm.  Cities from coast to coast were closing streets to invite safe cycling and encourage health and wellness to their citizens.  Paducah Parks Services and the City of Paducah thought this was a great idea to be able to promote wellness, strengthen families, and better the quality of life for the citizens of Paducah.  

Paducah Parks Services began working with the City of Paducah’s Street Department to arrange the closing of one of our streets for the event.  We selected Broadway as it runs east to west from the Riverfront/Ohio River to the heart of Paducah at 32nd Street and is mostly business district.  Broadway is 1-way for several blocks and with most businesses being closed on Sundays would be fairly simple to close for the duration of the event.  Broadway was closed for 17 blocks in the beginning years of the event. In discussing the event with BikeWorld, Parks Services staff also wanted to offer the event on a regular basis through the summer to provide several opportunities for people to enjoy safe riding.  It was decided that Bikes on Broadway would occur every 2nd Sunday afternoon from May thru October, from 1:00 – 4:30 pm.  

In 2010, we did receive some negative feedback via a letter to the editor in our local newspaper, complaining about the use of Broadway.  The letter was inaccurate in the logistics of the event, and the editor received several letters from other citizens in response in future weeks supporting the event and the City’s involvement with taking this on and making our community a better place.  Bikes on Broadway has gained support in our community and therefore we average 150 participants at each event unless the weather is unfavorable, and have seen as many as 300 participants enjoying the ride.       
Since the start we have seen a few changes to accommodate our citizens and businesses.  In 2011 we revised the schedule to include the use of the 3rd Sunday in May, instead of the 2nd to avoid conflict with Mother’s Day.  We also do not hold an event in August anymore, primarily because school is starting back and causes conflict for several people.  We’ve shortened the route to a 13 block section of Broadway, using only the section that is 1-way, causing much less confusion for drivers trying to navigate around the event area.  

Bikes on Broadway would not function without the help of volunteers working street barricades and directing traffic, motorized and non-motorized.  We have 2 streets that we do allow motorized vehicles to pass through, without having to go around the entire area.  We have volunteers working these intersections to help keep people safe.  These volunteers have been with us for 3 years and love this event.  We’ve provided them with special event t-shirts to thank them for their dedication and service.  

In 2011, our Bikes on Broadway event in September fell on September 11.  In tribute to the attacks of the world trade center 10 years earlier Paducah Parks Services decided to host a memorial event.  We contacted our local Fire, Police, and EMS teams and invited them to participate.  We had several banners made to have signed and then send to our fellow Americans in New York City to encourage them and provide support.  
This year a local agency has approached us about doing a book donation.  In honor of National Literacy month in September, we’re hosting “Riding for Readers” at Bikes on Broadway and are asking participants to bring gently used and/or new books to donate to the REACH program.  REACH sets up reading corners in local businesses like walk-in clinics, laundry mats, offices, and other places to provide an area for children to read while their parents are running errands and going to appointments. 
